
lOR•• C.u.'l riElJRJ .. L, I SL.aND of I ON a 

In the ye a r 563 A. D., St . Columbo l anded in I ona f r om I r e land to build a 
Monaste r y and beco me the f o under of Chr i st i anity in Scotl a n d . The existing 
Cathedral dates f ro m the 13th century , but with mu ch subsequent alteration and 
lo ng periods of neglect . It has now been fully resto r ed , and is in r egular use , 
besides bei ng a place of pi lgri mag e for many thousand s of visitors f r om all over 
the world . 

The r e sident s of the Village of Io na , Ontario, a re proud to have had 
their village named from the f amous Isl ands . 

J1.bove - Co u r t esy of Lottie Mc Lel lan, .de mbe r Pr o vi ncial Boa rd, 
Wo mens ' In s titu t e o f Ontar i o. 
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C 0 M M U N I T Y H I S T 0 R Y 14 

~lona S ixty Y ears A 
.. ,. .. \ "h :;u .~!! .. -.. A. h$: ... :. ... . . t ! ... t,', t • r~ ;.Jc._' ~ • j ·..l.l . , 

go 1l-:_ ·us y.,. K~illM's and lu.st ucxos:; trom ~~o-IDnn~ul C:'lc:"pbeli •.('O. 'lJO"l,l) . th1· 
.1_) bert M<·r ris' at )/l t'. Roches'. After M cLr;tyrc boyi! and Dan Silcox. 

P lace ; Ra ilro ads Hurt 
' his (},·.alh his d:~ughter, Bella, con- They drilled under T . A . Silcox, 

It' t.inued the post otnce until . about who t ook a course at the .Milllary 
1 1918. AJJ l'inds o! bu:;inesse.s were College, and became known as 

II 
conducted, tinBmithing , blackc Company No. 5, and was rittae.hed 
smithing, cabinet making, store to th'.! 28th Battalion. 'l:he . !'.rst 

V'Jla,;.e on Dur.wich;Se:nthwold Town Line Carried H 'storic )'eepi:!g, dr.assmak~g.. millinery, drill a way frora home took place 1 
• <> • "' 

1
• 1 wagoa mak ang, tatlonng. hotel- I at St. Thomas, a nd hen;· they tool~ 

Name; Thriving Centre Vv'ith Churches, Hotels, Many Stores, I keeping, a nd s o on. Daniel Decow first prize as t he best tnt!. ned 

a Fmr Voluntet:r ornpany, ana an an ccas10nal 1rcus and ~:old grocP.ries, harqware, dry Tbe J~a.nd Wd ~ s!Jl.;'ted in · c B · d O · c· ltept a large . cteoartmer/t al store l company. ·~ ., . · ' 

[The followln;; is a 'P!LPCr rend t hree store keepers f rom 1860 t o. I good.:;, .and .a y.reat. a.s.sort,ment of th~ sa~le y~ar,\\66, MosP.s.Lumley 
tiy ;.r~·s . . Rober: .vVillson .• o.c . Iooa. l the presen. t day, whose names are I othet· zcods. He employed many bemg;appomt~c: .band. loader, );Led 
~~:J.tton, at .a. t ~<;:ent n;ce t mg oC too nt~me1·ous to mention. There ~ men and some wom en. Jlfe owned Da,n Pmeo as 1s assistant. A r· 

_ . .. e lon:~. Women 5 Inst•tute.J . 'was a saw m ill owned by Colin fourteen covered: w agons. and all t hur Dangerftdd w a.> firs t lP.nor; 
Th~ people or Iona communtty Lumley on J . Clark's !arm . which 6 ummer these wagons were on the Josepil P otts. ::econd tenol'; 'Nil· 

came to this vicinity in the ea rly \'ias aflenvanls sold to 1i'r. Brit- . r oad b.trte ring merchar.d i.;e manu- liam ~\~cLandrr:;;s, fl rt<t alto; Dun
~ o·s. It was surveyed and named ton, b(, ing moved t o I ona on to the I f~ct:;red dur!ng the w ir;ter, for can Brown, bass; John Han·~· sec-
b - , : ~[ ., h ll d 't prooe:ty of vV. H. Lu mley, and Ja t- I h1des. gram. wool and ot:ter- pro- ond bass; Alex. Bost on , bantone ; 

Y uevt ge ·· ~ .. roe, w · 0 c~ e 
1 

er sold to a man in D unnville. duce. There were seve ral black- J ohn Ctar li: was drummet· and \ V. 
:;!t~ r lhc l oma n I sla:tds, Sltuated D r i\tiyro!l :McLau~hlin wa , · ~mith shops. that of L . H. Brown A. Decc.w was ~nare drummer . 

' ~li;J c '?11 the coast o! Scotl:nd. The lono.:s fi::~t ')hyslcian< a-;;d h e died bt> in:r owned by Hob•!rt B eadle. The fi~st Domin ion Day celebra-
i:;ha·.~ bas 2,:!00 :J...:res of l~lely from typhofd iever· 'when thir tv· :\f r . McKay's blacl<:>mith shop was l ion in Iona w as begun by ,.\lex 

I clirt_. _ar.d mor~h l:t?d . . sttll , ~~ot- ~even . Lat,H: Dr. Caseaden and D·r. on fhe corner of 'iYirs. Currie's l_ot. Bos·o~. \Val.ter Ridcilo a::d Dunc~n 
• l ·••ht . <::ows .~~- .n~ot: sa.cr e?- ~"'yot : McGa'icily touk up the practic<.l. · .r. B . r..owthet· kept a hlacl{.';JlJ~th Swcl~Jr anct w'\.< atrenc~~d by tn_e 
1 :1:1•:. ':H .hun< •. <!dS or ;eats ptl.,um.s Dr. 11\~Geaehy o.:cupied a t!wellin>; • ~ hop on the co,:;:ter 'JL Ge01 ge One1d:J. Ir.d1an Band. wtch a reg•-

1
. !1P.'~" JOt;-_ect. m. order lh.~t t~e~ then. located north of Mr.;. Cur- Waite '« prop~rty .. .1. here ·.ve.r~ thre~ I ment~l parade, foot r aces and 
m t7ht d!c t .n.el e_ an~ then boaa·~ r ic's on Rus:;cl! F letcher'<> lot. Dr. 

1 
carn;:~ge s hops . m Iona . . ~o.ne . of gamP.::-. . , 

re~ t ~?rever m tb ~ :.~cred. sot!. ~n Cascaden lived between t he pre- I wh1c!l . wot:ked m connectton wtth I n 18t.Jl. Can:;wcll bu1lt a JargB. 
: o::e httle. ccmete''Y tue satd to .he Sl"nt United chut·ch a nd L . H . a. blac:;:?m lth shop and ot her sep- d~~l l.~ed on the. rear of EltJah 
! the r,emams of ~orty-e1gh.t Scott1sh Brown's. Geor.:;e Robbins live:> in la rately m mak:ng wagons, bugs:_tes, K <!JI!or s lot. At fu·.,t 1t '~as U5ed 
'j ltm:;:;, f'!tu· Insn, and etght D.an- Dr. M.:Geachy's house, a nd Fran k democrats, a~~'l so on. Mr. :1'~cKay, as. a b:arracks for the soldters il:nd 

tsO!, a~d a numb~r of No':v.egtan. Silcox in D r. Cascadcn's. • Johri t he blacksmttr;, wot·ked. wtt.a Mr. lat~r 1t was u:;ed . m connection 
All t!l.J.S becaus e away bacl.~ m the Clark li\'ed in Miss Munroe's pre- I Pineo in maktng anythmg tn the wttn th e ! ona Fatr. The fan· 
lltb cer.tury. one Col.umbla .• went· sent house and t·emoved external I carriag e line, alc.ng with furniture g r ounds and r:.c~ track were nort.b 
t.:::: erP.. and Ja 1d the f'oundat10n o! cancers _ ., , . a nd c.o:-ffins. Mr. Edgecomb was · of P ercy Whalls_ house. The f1.l.Jr 

l.,<)ne of the g r eatest m<?na.'l,t~rles of· Geor..;c Brown was the. fi'i·st vet- one of Ion3.'.o foremost cabinet was conducted s1mila r .to the W'al-

l
.the .Mi<ldle .Ag es. 'l'be 1slanos have erinary" but never 'a ttended a col- maker:>; and J ames Fraser follow- lacetown Fatr. The dnll shed was 
eh~.nged hands a .grcat:r many le e ' " , . .. ,, ;. -~,: ,. :.. . : ed a simila r profession n car Mr. afterwards sold t? Hllnry House. 
t1mes · bu.t ' in these last · centuries. gF ' 186·5 t . 1867 ' th" l · th d'' Beadle's blacksmith shop Mr. Me- About 1897 the fatr w as moved to 

· ' • · ' · · ·t h rom ' · o • ~ our 1- • • Sb dd d h b h Jd tl · ~!Jetti~\\:neArshJpll h¥ dlatt!Lh ;vtlhhe ltatee. vision: court· w as held ~·at .lana.. S~erry ov.:nesd.la .P~oulght !actorytohn e en an as een e lel e 
.;)CO sn.. rgy . s , an, , . ~s·, . . . . The .'first school was· .. s ituated 'a t Mlss An m e 1 cox s _o ac, ros.:; e since. 

I..Puch~~· · of.: Argyll~, wno, .d1cd ., o{l lbe top'p:f Jona h ·Cla,·k's b ill on the IIane. f rom George Hyd e s home, a ~~~~~o:~y T~':a T~~~b~s~=~ ~f
ll:hri!>t:na.., Eve, 1~2o, .ans.o,ye1·ed. t.he holiow ' road Da~ie( S'nclair was and ploughs were made irom s tart 

r rmyt~- or;; these thirteen. 'I centunes the firdt tea~het"in tlils~scliool: ' In to flniRh . His brother had a. Ja ;.ge ~~~~. cnc of the feature attrac
[Wl:l~n Qet' b ody '~as ta~en, ther~~ t~. 1863 the n e'\v fram e s chqol bo'W.e factory at Ingersoll , a n d any ·Jm- Iona always had a strong base
r?l!s!J.a,;!J.nal restmg plac;:~ •• · ~· ' .. was ·er.-cted at its. present site, but dPl~me:nts h e coultl l)Ot JX.lake :vere bP l! t eam which was a ':::::rl!: to 
L: .ton~.~. -l.~ ,really t~at po~~OlJ-' of the h as. since been reconstt·ucted.: ' At i , shlPi!cc; up from the factory. Tnere. t he tcwn. , 

J
J.oy: n _on,...he .Snn~nwold -d.de of .the one time the attendance was 135 1 were .bvo sho,..m::r-l.<er!i, Mr·. Roche Tbe advent of the Cauada South
to~vnl.1.~e. Tr:a~ ·~ :>~~w:ch · to~n: ·and. ~h.e tell.c'her receJ-:cd ' $350: and~~·. Mcf-arty: a~d two h.arne~ ern .,Railway literally speaking, 
shtp IS reall:r Elhot:lvll.e. Mr., El whereas now a teacher! ·receives 1 mal<er:~. Mt. ~mtth and Mt. Em- kiifed lhe town. Many of the builcl
liot wu; tbe un,cle of the late Ge<?rge from $'ii50 to $1,000 .fol;.; ,t eaching wel l. 'failoring" was carried on ~Y lngs were moved, nortll to l ona 

1 E.:. Cla~ey, ~~d he. oy.rne?- all th~ about tw~ty-five puptls . ·At first ii M!:D.o·J~al McCallu:n, .and after hts Station end ~telpe<l to u ect:e;lRe tbc 
lland ,o. w~ucn Elhot.vJlle -LS comp~os there were two churches ln Iona deatn ~!:l son, Atch•e, conducted populatian and take away bue i-

l eel. IIi hts honor t hat part of .he the R eo-uJar Baptist ·cburch and I the hmanes:~ for some year.\!. n eS<S. Since lhfn I ona has not in-
tm-::11 ·was named: .George CaseY' the Fre; Will Ba~•ist. church. The , · Once Had Two Hotels. creased, b1.tt l ather, has dect·ea.sed was mGmbet· of Parliament for El- . ""' · . . ' ' • . 

I · •· th Dominion Hous e for. Regular B a pb ;;t church was locat- : 1ona possesr:led t wo large hotels. un t il now it i.s & mere village. 
~m em· . e - red down n ear H urschel l . Lodge's, one y;·ht:re th ~ Mill igan · ga·rage is --

, .~om . yeats. . l · and was la ter moved onto the lot now w a;; owned by John. Mills, 
· · Had 480 Populat•on. east of Mrs. Currie 's , belong ing to and ' another hotel kept by John 

I Ion;!.· became a very p rosperous I.Russe:J F letchrr. It was after- Decow stood·where J . . (J. Lumley's 
;md thriving town, and by 1867 h a d wards moved t o Iona Statiou. The · new ho:.~se stands. Both w ere prey 

I' ;30 inh~bitants: At first I ona re· Free \~ill ~aptist ·church has b (·.m , to flames, that of John Decow be
. C.:!ive·1 1ts m all by st age coach, converted mto the present com- j ing bu:ned flt·st. From 186::i to the 
1 whlcl-1 left S t. Thomas and reached mu nity ha~L The then Methodist 1 burning of the la st one: lher e had 
.Iona by way of Middlem arch and church wa.s built in 1872, and has. , been fourteen h otel l)eepers. )lc· j 

· F ingal. · since b ecome the Unit~d . church. Dougal was the first and, W addell 1 
'W!Ili<un Har:is k ept the :first Volunteers a nd a e,' and; the las!.. l'hero have been twenty-

( poot office in the house n ow owned 
' by Mr.' Smith, and in later years The first volunteer company was j' 
it. wa'l l<ept :1y John Philpott In formed ln 1866, and the .drill ._ser- ; 
h is ·borne, which was just west of geant was Mr. Carswell.'. It was ~ 
·w illiam Sloan's house. It was made u p of D aruel Mores ·and Ru- 1 
!:iter m2~d_!_c_ ~<lm!:s.<1.B<:>s~es', fu.<; L umlev. J ohn A Philpott (cap- . 

From St . Thomas Ti me s J our na l 



IO NA DOMI NI ON DAY - 1 86 7 

In ol d I ona ' s long an d e ven tful h isto r y , one da y stand s o u t in block e d 
l et ters - Do minion Day 1 8 67 . In t h e l ong ago Iona led a hecti c , vi g o r ou s life ; 
many were t he o c ca s io n s for celebration - a nd I ona celebrat ed . No day can qu ite 
co mp are with t hat hera lding Confederat ion, how e ver. 

A town of 6 0 0 overflows wit h 2 , 000 wh it e s and 2 0 0 Indian~ . Fro m every 
dir ec tion, fr om the lake s ho re o n the sout h , a n d the more s'p a rsely se t t led riv e r 
d i s tri c t on t he nort h , t hey had driven, a n d t hose who coul d n o t dri v e, n a l k e d . It 
wa s a day lo n g to b e rememb ered . Ga me s, dan cing a nd hors e - r a ci n g provide d a musemen t 
a p le n ty . 

The Townli n e wa s t h en a dirt road a n d on it were s e en t h e horse r a ces . 

15 

Starting abo u t where t h e h i g h way c u ts t h e Townline, th e hors es r a c ed down throu g h 
t h e vill a g e , t h e ro a dwa y made a n ar row l an e oy th e d e n sely pac ke d s p ecta t ors on 
ei t h er si de . The so f t lo o se dirt muffl e d t he ryt h mic beat o f t he horses ' feet, an d 
if the time made , bears no co mpariso n to tha t of a horse r a ce today , the p e r sonal 
int e rest in e a ch owner a n d h is horse quite overshadowed the question of actua l s p eed . 

William Burg ess , g r ocer a n d g eneral s t ore keeper, ha d 
bo o t h o n the e dg e o f t he common g r ounds a nd J . o . Lumley, then a 
spent a busy da y of carrying stu f f fr om t he s t ore to t h e b ooth. 
livi n g a t Iona, oein g post maste r ~nd having a n int e re s t with h is 
g e ner a l store . 

se t u p a refr e s hment 
boy o f 11 y e a r s , 

f r . Lumley is still 
son Geor ge, in t he 

Mr. Luml ey's re c ollection of July 1, 1 8 6 7 , is a s vivid a s though t h at 
me mor a ble day were but f ive years back . The co mpetition to catch t h e g reasy pi g was 
one of the wildes t a n d mirth p r ovoking events of the long day , and it is doubtful 
whether, wh e n it wa s al l o ver, if the pi g , then s ecu rely ti e d , we r e more exhaust e d 
than the young men who h ad been e n de a voring to c atch hi m. It was c u stoma r y for 
farmers to allow pi g s to run unmole s ted, g lea ning their livin g in t h e woods. Natur
al ly , they bec a me a s wi l d as thei r forest haunts . It wa s one of the se wild p i g s 
whic h had be e n b rou gh t to the village, g reased an d turned l oose . 

The slow horse r a ce p r e sent e d t h e unu sual s pectac l e of a n Indi an on a fleet 
pony r a cin g pa s t the judg es , rods and rods ahe ad of t he decre pit o ld pl u g s and t h eir 
b e co ming hi ghly in di g nant when not a llo wed t h e pri z e money . I n this ra ce far mers 
e n tered t heir o l des t an imal s , o n e man by t h e name of Hunter , even d r iving up fr o m Ne w 
Sarum with a hors e wh ich he wa s qu it e a greeab le to match a ga inst a turtl e - and bet on 
t h e turtle f i nishing f ir st . The owner had to ri d e the horse ~f another man , the obj e c t 
bei ng to ur g e i t t o t h e utmost so t h e r ider' s own hor se would c ome in last. But the 
I ndian , Jo e Dolson, by name , had not been info r mea of t h e nature of the r a ce . Hi s pony 
could have r aced backwards and stil l beaten man y of the entrants down t h e atretch . 
Lat er in t he day Joe competed i n the mile f oot r a ce, where hi s chances of success were 
r e garde d as extre me l y good . But , Joe, afte r the di sgusting affai r of t he horse rac e , 
had been filling up on fir e water, a nd in the foot race he stumbled and fell, breaking 
hi s s houlder. The i nc ident of Dolson recalls ano t h e r foot r a ce, t ha t same summer . 

Two I n dians were matche d to r ace fro m Fi ngal to I ona , t he p riz e t o be a 
bottle o f liquor . By the time Peter Sutherl a nd's far m had b e e n rea c hed , one I ndian 
had e s tabl i she d a lead of a quarter of a mile . Th e second Indian st r ain in g in the 
r ear , car r i ed a short s tick in h is hand, a s do many r unners. Wo rki n g on Sutherl a nd ' s 
f ar m was Willi am Maryfi e l d and when he s aw the two co ming down the ro ad , he r an out 
a n d intercepted the se cond r u n ner to le a rn what crime h a d been co mmitted. ~Me no 
ti me - r a ce - Fingal, Io na", panted the runne r , and .brushed past. 

( F ro m t h e records of Mi s s Vi c tor ia Munr oe , first Histor i cal Res e arc h Co nvenor ) . 

In a paper r e a d by Mrs. Ro bert Morris t o t he I ona Women ' s In st i tute in 1 9 3 2 , 
we re a d: ' The fi r st Io na Do minion Day cel eb rati o n was b e gun by Alex Bo s ton, Walte r 
Ri d dle a n d Du ncan Sinclair. The r e wa s a fi n e Oneida Inaian ~and par a de , foo t r aces 
a nd g a me s ' . 



CO J.i ~I UNITY H I S T 0 R Y 

Doctor's tar~~·erred sc~rUb o~er 
records frontBeu !Ufe 

By Dean Robinson 

Jottings In a rag;;cd scrl.lr 

bl~ r. found during the October 
demolition of a St. Thomas 

house, reveal brief glimpsr~ of 
arra life cfu ring the piont •' r 
era o! Elgin County. 

The scribbler was among 
several papers and documents 

foun d by Bruce McConnell 
and J ack Dyson, both of 350 
M aitland St.. London, · while 
they were tearing down a 
house a t 71 S t. George St. 

The notes w!'re compilc:od hy 
the late D r. Cha rles C. Lumley, 
former S t. Thomas dentist. 
The house was in the Lumley 
family fo r about 60 years. ' 

Dr. Lumley was in his !ale 
80s when he died in 1964. Dur
ing his life he was a St. 
Thomas alderman, a member 
or t he city school board And 
once was Liberal nominee in a 
provincial election. 

Alter i'\ brief school ~cach

ing career, he received his 
dental degree and practised 

ln St. Thoma.s until the 1930.s. 

He th~n joined the city 

chamber of commerce as sec

retary a nd head of the moto t· 
club, then a ffiliated with t he 
chamber. 

The notes, jumblefl In pa rts, 
exemplify his Interest ln his

tory and, although dated Feb. 
18, 1906, they tell or events 
many years earlier. 

He attributes his ma in 

source o! informa tion t o Matt 

Willey, n man mentioned in 
the doct o r's sketchy trac ing of 

his family tree. He mentions 
fa milies travell ing up the Sl. 

Lawrence from' Quebrc to set
tic in Upper Canada in the 
c:oarly 1800s. 

! "There were eight families 
· that came up that time. The 
night before they left St. 
Franci!• n heavy frost mndr 

lh(: ground while :md snow 
fell enough to ·make snowballs 
- - J une 8th. 

"They came much of their 
way in small boats landing a t 
Port Talbot on Aug-ust 8th. 

"Duck S treet ( the road run
ning from Iona to just west of 
Dutton) was then cut into 5fl 
acre lots. Thc$e should have 
been 200-acre • farm :; but the 

scttlcrll too l< them from Col. 
Talbot not ltnowing what they 
s hould have received. 

Dumfriesshia·e <Scotland) . H e 
was r~ l so a preacher and music 
t eacher. The houses were nca r 
the cast corner of Neil Blue's 
place. 

"Jim Young kept a. hotel 
whcrr John Robb's house now 
~tands. He w n s bittc:on by n. 
rat tlesnal1e but ('tll'ed by an 
India n fo r $2.:i0 and A. g-nllo n 
of whisltey. 

A stranger once died at 
this hote l and his coffin was 
made by Alex: McPhai l. Mc
Phail did m ost of coffin m:li<
Jng then out of svli t boards, 
smoothed ru1d covered w ith 

lamp black. 

"Whr. n the Pearce fH.mily 

a rrived a t Poat Talbot in 

1809, Col. Talbot CatTied Wil

liam Pearce, as a baby, up the 

hill. H e wa.s afterwards the 
f a ther or .., Uncle 'rhomas 
Pearce. Dan Bal{e r was the 

first ma n that swung a c radle 
in this country. 

Matthew W illey, Rufus 

Andy Wilson, Ed Bobier, and 
t he children of Bray Willey 
<other than Moses) - M illy, 
Jane, Marion. Scott, Christy, 
Lot, and David. 

In the front pages of the 
srribblrr is a month-long ac
C<>tlllt of pa ticn t.s' \'isits. where 
Dr. Lumlry rrcN-ded sc:ot·vir cs 
nnrl l'h:n·g·cs. Jt is nssumed 
these \\' e re made in 1906. 

On A ug. 1, Mrs. D. Btown, 
o.r Lawrence. was charged 
$2.00 for •·extractions under 
chloroform .'' An Aug. 7 houst 
caJ I for a h!'mmoa·haging gum 

co,st Miss llf a r·y Newton $1.00. 

On!' golrl filli ng Wll.'l worth 
$1.2:i. 

Among other items found 
arc: Dr. Lumley's 1903-4 m em
bership to ihe St. Thomas 

Gra nite Curling Club; Et no
tice o r a visit by t he grand 

chancellor, \ V. C. MacDonald, 

to Rathbone Lodge 72, on 
llfa ~ch 14, 1905; and nn assign
m('nt of mortgage dated Dec. 
12. 1892 between W. F. Chap
m;>n and Samul'l Williams. 

"A young man ol lhe name 
Black came into t he commun
ity and opened a. school. H e 
was a n astute young man and 
knew of the mistalte of Col. 
Talbot and asked him to rec
tify his errors. At first T albot 
refused but. when Black 
threatened to carry his cause 
to higher •wthoritics, the Col. 
gave in and promised the set
t le rs on the 50-acre lots tha t 
if they would go over across 
the Thames. clear ·1 ncrcs of 
la nd and build a house, that 
he would give them good 
fa r ms. 

and David Lumley, used to 
:>teal apples from Col. 'l'a l- 1 
bot's pit on the la ke bank and r--------------..1 

··some of the settlers went 
over th rough the woods as 
t he re was not even a. trail 
throug-h. Some of them got 

homesick and enmc bac l< the 
next dny. Brfoa·c t hat time 

t here w;t.'! not a. white (man) 

between Wardsville and Dela
ware. 

H e goes on: 

were cha.~cd down the cliffs 

once. Old Duncan P atterson, 

Matt's uncle, was incensed at 
Col. Talbot nnd shook him 
w<'ll. 

As well M Willey (his wife's 
family name> the doctot· men

tions Randalls nud Youngs. 
Both fam ilies accompanied the 

\Villeys on their trek ft'Om 
Quebec, he said. 

Individual names In the 
"There \\'C t'e th ree log 

houses on Moses Willey's notes !nclude Ca.ty Gunn <an 
fa a·m. Benson (no first name a unt or t he doctor's> J ohn 
rn•mtioncd) was the firs t Gra ham, Duncan Keit h, J am es 
te~a!!c:.!h!.::c:!..r~i~n~l8~~~3::.. . .:,II;!!c~c;c~am~e~fa~·o~m~F-...::G::;·al=b~ra~ith, ·J ohrt McCallum, 

J 
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G Y P S I E S IN I 0 N A IN 1862 1 7 

J:Jany y ears ago , i f my memory serves me ri ght ly, in November , 1862 , a band 
of gyps i es came through our county ; said to hail from Missouri; a nd h a d fled from 
the United States on account of the a pproa ching Civil War . The inhabit an ts of Grove 
Farm, (t he home o f Samuel 1fillia.ms , , rs . Lumley 's father , situated on t he townline 
between Iona and Burwe ll ' s Corners), were st a rtl ed one- cold b leak afternoon to s ee a 
process ion of co ve red wagons coming over the hills from Io na . We thought it was t h e 
wrong time of year for Barnum ' s show, but it l oo ked like it . Well, we stood out on 
the ve rtt nda' watc hing them loom up the last hill , V7 hen behold they turned in Mr . 
Hann i ba l Burwell ' s woods o ppo site our lane . 

There were something over a hundred a ll told , men women and children , and 
there seemed to be abou t a s many dogs and half as many ho rses. The y started pitching 
their tents and e ve r yone was yelling and t he dogs barking, and we were almost scared 
out of ou r wits . In a lit t le while some of the men came and wanted straw for t heir 
beds and hay for their horses . Of course, father let them have everythi ng they 
wanted, for I guess he though t if he didn ' t we might all be mu r dered before mo rnin g . 

The hen co op was locked that night for t he first ti me in its life and the 
stable , too , for we were af r a id t he chickens woul d a ll be stolen and we mi ght be all 
murdered before mo rning . Next day several of the women came to buy pro visio ns , 2 c ents 
worth of pota to es , 5 cents worth of butter , l cents wo rth of vi negar and so on. 
Mother , kind old soul , who wasn't of t he stingy so rt , ga ve them five times as muc h as 
they should have had . Of course , they all wanted to tell he r fortune, but she d idn't 
\'lant to hear it . 

To our gre~t relief, we so on found out th a t they were a peace able , we ll be 
haved bunch, dressed we ll and had l ots of money . The re were then three hotels in 
Iona and they d id nothing a ll winter but go to town and treat and trade horses . Their 
money wa s all ten do ll ar gold pieces and the people said John Mi lls , one of the 
hotel keepers, got rich that winter . 

The Free Will Baptist held a quarterly meeting i n I ona in February . on Sun
day we had a roast t urkey for dinner and about t wenty people to he l p eat it and among 
the number was El der l il l i a m Taylor who had given out in the morn i ng s erv ice that he 
would preach to the gypsies at 2'o ' clock . He was a talented man and could s ay more 
in 20 minutes than any oth e r man could i n 40 . So afte r dinner we a ll went down to 
the en c ampment and he got up in a wagon and pr e a ched . They s pre ad b l anket s on the 
ground for the people to s t and on . There wa s one woman, they said , was over a 
hundred y e a rs old and she stayed in a tent . They had a blood hound that wei ghed ov e r 
a hund r ed pounds and they alway s kep t him chained and his ba rk at hi ght , echoing 
throug h the woods, was enou gh to f ri ghten Old Nick. 

Christmas Day they b r oug ht two gee se fo r us to ro a st. The feathers we r e off 
but the down left on . I presume it would be more di g e s tible . On New Year ' s Day one 
of the g irls came dresse d i n purple and white silk and had dinner with us . Some of 
the boy s p l ayed the violin very n icel y; two of them came in one evening and we h~d 
l ots of music . I remember o n e of those pieces wa s "An nie Laurie." 

I n the spri ng when the r oad s were settl e d and dry they packed up a nd travelled 
on . 

(From the Diary of Mrs . Dama Luml ey , of Io na . ) 

_J 



C 0 M M U N I T Y H I STO R Y 1 8 

r. --. ,.. ...,. .. ----~~ .. ---- • ~..... ~e-.~~~ 

T:in ~ Pedd8er· Used To -Be Picturesque Figure 
On Western Ontario Roads in Earlier Times 

By Ven1e D. R.owell tin cans of that day would be 1a t readmill. This was not consid· dusty country road. Often he had 
. '\ . valuable junk today. One thing ered humane or fair to the dogs two large aultca.ses, one at least 

F1!ty years ago, when a tm can . by most people and the dog-churn of which could be called a small 
contajned a fair percentage of t!n the farm boy had to learn \'·as the had only a bri<'f d11y in old West- trunk, and, in Addition, s knapsi\Ck 
in its composition, a picturesque difference between ordinary iron ern Ontario. 1 recall S('cing one over his shouldf'r. 
figure on the country roads of scrap and sheet metal pieces ot once but it was not being tlsed, l\ledlclnc J>~dtllt>U 
Western Ontario was the tin scrap for the tin peddler would not had not been for years. ' Thel'c Wt>re various t)'l>~ of 
peddler and his horse and wagon. t~lto any sheet metal. A large Pie plates, tin cup11, tin spoon11, medi<~ine Pfi'ldl!'l'll rnnging from 
/His vehlcl~ was much like a PICCo of sheet metal mt~ht be usc· 11tralncrs, cullE'ndcrs, cal<o pans, the Red lndlnns who made their 
!democrat wagon but the seat was ful to. cover a lcnl<y ch1cl<en coop bread pans, n.ll kinds ot kitchen cure-ails out ot roots, h~n,·cs and 

l
the -top ot a box In which tin or remforce a g.ranary wall that utensils In use In those days were berries tht'y carried In the swampa, 
utensils of all types ,were carried. rats were gnawmg through but carried In stock by the tin ped· to tho dignified Everest men wbo 
The scat was not very comfortable It was deemed o! no value by the dler. There wa11 the long-handled always bad a smart-looking hor11e. 
being usually cushioned with only tin peddler. Old clothes and rags dipper tha t used to lean over the and bu~gy. l!elling fanli)}' medi
I' horse blanket or old coat. In .the were taken In ttrade and car~ed pail of drinking water In the farm cines mado by an enterprlt!lng 

1

1
back part of the wagon were p1led away b~ the tin peddlers. . houses of half_ a century ago, the chemist and druggist in Arkona. 
the old iron, the rags and the The ~m ware lnc~uded milk ·P~lls familiar tin cups that use to The Everest people were pioneers 
bones that the tin peddler took In and w1de open m1lk pan,s wh1ch hang on a nail on the pump, and In a ·western Onta rio field now 
exchange !or his tin ware. were used before cream separa- the dinner palls In which boys and taken over as through the rest o! 
t Children on the more or less tors. The mllk pans were about girls used to carry their lunches the 'Dominion by the Canadian 
ltonely farms thrilled with a bit of ~our ln~hes. deep and about 20 to school. branches of large U.S.A. firma. 
1e.'!:cltement when the farm <loo; mches 111 d1ameter. Set. on cool Road to Greatness? The •·ash peddler" had a very 
tba.rlted loudly and none too ple~cd cellar fio~rs or In mllkhouses, The story used to be told that a profitable businesl! !rom the stand· 
\as the tin peddler and , his wagon usually. built ~ver 8 spring! the pans great Canadian foundryrr.an ,.sed point of his employers. Lucan wu 
tturned in at the farmers gate, ·for were f•lled With warm milk, fresh to drive a horse and wagon a centre from which large quar.tl
rthe tin peddler ~as usually a from the cow. It wa.s simply through the country ·selling tin- tica of ashes were shipped from 
[foreigner not long m t.he country, pou~ed through a ~Ide open ware before he founded his great the Whalen Ashery. The Whalen 
~!!peaking' with . a fore1gn ac~ent, stra~ner or from a pall wlUl a industrial enterprise but I never familY had many wagons on the 
rani;} !unny-lookmg from the VIeW· stramer an~ .left to cool, cream had a chance to verify the 11tory. road collecting ashes. Graduallr 
point of a boy or girl of rural grad~ally rlsmg to the surface Carting his gathered junk back farmers began to consider how 
Ontario 110 years ago. and 111 the. course 0~ t~vo or three to the city, the tin peddler sold the much more valuable the a shea 

Took Bo11es dayfs form~~~ 8 thlck~~h gtdef~ iron scrap to th6 foundry at a !air were for their orchard3 and gar-
The farm dog barlted at every- sur ace. IS was s lmme 0 profit, sold the bones he gathered dens than WhE'n traded for & few 

body that looked strange or odd· ~~~ Pl~~ In a pan ho~ crock :ot 50t~r. to the fertilizer plant and shipped cakes of hard soap, and the ash 
looking but perhaps a bit more . ~; ~ c~e~~ a s~ure d 0 . t e the rags and old clothing to the peddle1· with his tine team of 
JStrenuously at the tin peddler who rig ex. en , was c urnc 111 0 paper mill. 'well-fed horses and great lumber
used to carry away U1e bones that butter eJther m a dash churn or The tin peddler was only one of ing wagon began to find it took 
Towser prol:)ably reg-arded as his a revolving barrel. many kinds and types of peddlers longer to fill up his wagon with 
own personal property. Dash Churn whose visit to some isolated farm ashes. Then aga.in many farmers 

A great many of ~hese tin The dash churn was a barrel, or hou!!e served as an enlivening began to burn coal and ohly wood 
peddlers had their homes in the big deep earthen croci< with a topic !or the supper table if per· ashe& was collected by the lll!h• 

l~mllton road and Maitland street hole In the cover. A slick like a chance, as often might happen, he eries. 
section of I..ondon, south of the hoe handle or broomstick went was the onlY caller that day. Other Boys nnd girls of 110 years aJt() 
Grand Tru'nk tracl<a. Most o( them through the hole .in the cover and "peddlers" were the ash peddler who lilted to read novel~ much 
got their tinware from the McClary there was a dasher of two flat who took a:~hes In exchange for preferred their motheu to bu:r a 
faci;Ory and foundry. cross pieces on the end in the coarse laundry soap, and the brand of sonp m ade ln London 

Gathered by• Yount; churn. Gripping the protruding Syrian peddler who carried laces, and called "Sweet Home'' because 
Parents of 50 years ago were end the f~trm wife sat or stood and scarves, piano covers, drapes, so many !!ORP wrappers could be 

always ready ~o give an extra bit patiently, rhythmically dashed combs, mouth organs, hair pins exchanged for a paper-bound novel 
of ,pocltet money to boys and girls away until butter · formed in the and ornaments, shoelaces, brooches, or classic. I r ecall getting Haw
who gather(/<~ \lP the old iron from churn. Some of the revolvi~g :bar- watches, knives, belts, buckles and thorne's "Tanglewood Tales" andl 
broken down machinery and im· rei type churns were turned by a whatnots in a couple of knap- the "Wonder Book for Boya and 

lemenbl, but lin WB.!! so cheap !11 crank, some had a foot treadle, sacks or grips. Usually one case Girls," by savlng up 150ap wrap.. 
those days that tin cans were not and In an carlie'r decade, perhaps was swung over his shoulder and lpers. Bertha liL Clay'!! novels 

~
alvaged although their percent- 70 or 80 years ego, there used to the other he shifted from hand to Wflre 1\lfto AVailable u selections' 

age of til} was so high that old be churne operated by doge tied in hand 1\3 he trudged along tho (rom tho 11oap wrapper book. list. 
~........a..--- - . ..... . 

Courtesy s t . Tho ma s Ti me s Journal 



THE CO~wUNITY HALL 1 9 

The .Free 1/ ill Baptis ts tind the Disciple Baptists discontinued their 
service s i n l 9 0 8 . In 1 9 0 9 the Ion a ~I o men ' s I ns t i t u t e were g i v en p e r m i s s ion to us e 
the c hurch for their meetings . The Foresters als o used it for their mee tings and 
suppers . The Ft.r:ner ' s club used it as a joint - r11eeting house.11ith the ~/omen ' s 
Institute . 

In 1925 the Co rohlun ity Hal l , as t he old church is now c a lled wa s re modelled . 
The vestibule Ras torn out , the platform r aised , and the walls reJecortited . Th e 
Ion& o~ornen ' s Institute have fo r some time shouldered the entire burden of this 
Community Hall ' s upkeep . 

... body of trustees were appointed and a p le dge gi ven that the wishes or· an 
elderly ori g inal member of th e Free ,;ill Chur-:h, :1rs . Moses ( Dama) Lumley , that no 
public danc ing or c a rd partie s be held , \7ou ld be re spected while she li ved . 

This wish was r espected unti l he r demise , when i n 1934 a vote was taken 
throughout the co mmun ity . Dances and eu chre parties were he l d t h. t winter and proved 
so popula r t hat t hey are being continued . 

It is worth comt..ent t hat although the co mraun ity cl aims t he Hall t.s its ov,n, 
no record can be found of any money be ing paid to the ori g inal denominotional member s 
for the property . 

(Co mpi l ed by Cu ra~or , 1 966 , with a uthor of most of aoove unknown) . 

The foll owing is a short account o f the bu i lding of the Iona Hall, written 
Nove mber l, 1964 : 

The present Iona Hall was buil t as a Free Till Baptist Church i n 1 852 . It 
was the first church bui lt i n this s ma~l vi ll age of abo ut one hundred peopl e . 

Rev . Obadiah Reid of Hi ll sdal e College in Mich i gan , c ame to Io na visiting 
friends and s aw they had no chu_rch . He he ld an open - air meet i ng on the main corner . 
Some people were converted and he admonished them to bui l d a church , which they did 
without delay . The men gave freely of t heir ti me , and to ok up a collection to pay 
for the necessaries they had to buy . 

The north part of t he ir lot was gi ven by a devoted con ve rt and construction 
was s tarted in short time . (Cur a tor ' s Note : Mr . Pearce believes this member ~as Mr . 
J ohn Lumley. ) . 

The frame wus made the s ame a s barns were built i n tho s e ti mes , - squared 
hardwood sil l s p l a ced on a foundat i on of l a rge blocks of wood , with hewed joists to 
sup port the floo r . Pos ts were f r amed i nto the sills and stood to the height of the 
ceiling , were held true and fir m by mortise and tenon , he ld toge t he r with wooden pin s . 



ou·\.FLE SUGAR MAK I NG 

kak ing Maple Syrup 6t George Nott • s, from left 
to ri ght: Lr . Georg e Nott , unidentified woman, Mrs. 
John (Ann ie Lowther) Liddel~, Edra Nott _(later ~rs . 
rchie .ihit l ock, Mrs. Geo r g e Nott (Jessie Lowther) , 

and ~iss Shi rley Li ddell . 
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By Charles S. Buck rajrged quilt ot sn'ow Is beginning ' 
to slip !rom the hills, the pre· 
liminary step of boring the trees 
- on their south side preferably 
;- is undertaken . . • • 

J illi am H. Lumley with a 
heevy load of maple sap . 

"We stored it In great wooden 
' trough, 

Then In big kettles sugared ott, 
Tho' often it did try our mettle 1 

To keep up tire beneath each 
kettle. 

• Of old we tbo't our neck was 
broke 

By having on It a neckyolte, 
And on each side a heavy pail 
Suspended from the yoke by 

ball." 
Eighty years ago James Mc· 

I ntyre; of Ingersoll, in one of 
his published poems, thus des· 
crlbed some of the main opera
tions of making maple sugar. 
However, uncharitably we may 
view the inspiration of the poet, 
we cannot deny that he has 
packed Into eight lines a great 
deal of his personal feelinga 
about the work in the sugar 
bush. 

Many aettlera who, unlike Mc
Intyre, were not brought up In 
the hardwoods of Oxford County 
but who had come from the Old 
Country wrote much more en· 
thuslastlcally about sugar-mak· 
lng. Thus, one immigrant who 
aign.s himself merely "H.E.W." 
wrote to his friends In England: 
''The aborigines, we a re told, on 
the approach of apring, hacked 
tho maples with their toma
hawks and Inserted wooden 
chips, which conveyed the sap 
Into birch·bark receptacles which, 
In their turn, were emptied into 
earthen kettles. The axe in 
course of time waa supplanted by 
the aug'er , • • • " 

With more poetry than Mcin· 
trye he continued bls description 
of the job: "When crows come 
prospecting northward, and the 

"lt takes nearly 32 gallons of 
sap to mal<c one of sy,rup. A half· 
gallon of syrup Ia a fairly good 
l'Ull. 

'The best type of hard maple 
for sugar purposes is the one with 
ample roots, a broad-spreading 
top and a long trunk to act as 
Nature's storage tank for the sap. 

"Syrup and sugar made from 
the first or 'robin run' are super
ior to that found in either ot the 
succeeding runs, known rcspec• 
tively as "frog' and 'bud'." 

Among the reminiscences of 
early settlers this writer baa 
found two amusing stories that 
hinge upon the mistaken Ideas 
ot Immigrants about the maklng 
of maple sugar. 

This II one of them. An lrlsh· 
man thought that when he come 
to Canada he would follow the 
sugaring buslnes.s the year 
round! 

This is the second story. Wll
liam Wye Smith in Rose-Bel· 
ford's Canadian Monthly and Na
tional Review of March 1882, . told 
of his conversation with a set· 
tier o! 1810: 

" 'John,' said an Englishwom
an to her husband, 'when we get 
to America, we shall be farmcra, 
shan't us?' 

'Yea,' replied the &'OOd man. 
'Well, John when you gets a 

farm, be sure and get one with 
a SUGAR-TREE on it.' 

'La! me,' aaid the woman In 
her old age, as she related her 
experience; 'I thought we could 
juat scrapo the sugar out!'" 

• In the early 41J)ri~ 
when the tirat aap beg!~ to 
come up Into the trees, and 
while the anow Ia aUU 
on the ground, and there are 
frosts at rught with aenalble 
warmth 1n the sunbeam.a durin& 
tl:e middle of the day, and 
sometime. also for & ahort time 
before Chrillt.maa aa It Ia reced· 

ltng, the trees are tapped, and a 
l!pigot inserted, which, when 
slacked, allows the juice to drop 
Into wooden troughs cut out In 
the rough, and put at tha root 
of each tree for this purpo~. 

"As ih.e troughs fUI, tha sap 
is collected In pa.lls tqldy •.bro·.nl 

.
1
.' 'Into a laT&'o hollo;ypd tui some·1 
thing Uke a 'dlli>QUt' • canoe. 
From hence It I!! transferred 
to the kettlee wblch tlre kept 
'9n the simmer da)• and rught 
tl!J it la ready. The sap when 
fresh drawn from the trees, or 
'green' 11.11 J.t is called. present. 
a not unplea.sant. drink, allghtiYr 
sweetl!h in flavor, and having~ 
the ~ APPearance ot water "In 

which a · ' Utue &'UJ1l llu been 
dlasolv~rl The tim& )f bolllng1 
Is very variabl,, •ometlmn the 
batch cornea oft In eight or ten 
hour.!!, aomctlmca lt may be two 
jiay1. It a aUck be dipped In 
the krtUt, a.nn when withdrawn. 
tho IIUJ:ar brN\kl oft brtWe 
!rom the end of it, It Ja then 
rrndr. I 

''There nrt vnrloas modes ol; 
rcflnlni lt. and of rourse u-' 
cording to the lnt .. m, .. nc• at 
tho arttl~>rll, 11nd their JX'I'~!Ier of 
procurlnr. copper li.tttlet, u 
iron onr1 do not. aru1wer 10 -:veU, 
It VAtlr!'l II V'bll!'l\1!1111 ltnd f lne•t 
n,.ss; Pome being ver,y ~'ounret 
llnd brnwn and ~r:>l'lle so white 
and rrfln~>d 111 to comp<>te wtth"'l 
I the Beat In6!a.n n:gan. · 

"Thr molMaes which i1 drawn 
o!t be!ore the brown bre·N u 
tin lhe aus:ar at.nte are, I think 
I drllclotUI, and h1we aomethlr,a, 
l the &ppeATanc& ~~ond !la\'Or at 
honry drawn from . th11 comb."~ 

"""---"'-



SOUTHWOLD EART HWORKS 

(PREHI STORIC ) 

In writing the history of the Iona Community, one must go back to the 
people who roamed this country before the white man arrived . This community must 
have been heavily populated with the Redman and his various tribes, because it was 
the battleground between the two great tribes of the Indian people. The Southwold 
Prehistoric Earthwo rks a mile south of Iona, is one of the few remains of a double 
walled a boriginal Indian fort ever discovered on the North American continent. 
Th is old fort is considered of such importance t h at is h as been ma rked,along with 
Port Talbot, by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, and extensive 
explorations have been made at the oid fort by a rchaeologists from the Nat i onal 
Museum at Ottawa. 
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(From writin g s by Victoria Munro)~ Historical 
Re s earch Co mmit t ee. 

Th is view o f t he t~o 
mo un d s surroun di n g t h e 
old I n di a n Fort was ma de 
i n 1930, wh en many old 
tr e es were removed. 

Court e s y - Mrs. Amos 
Ripley , Wes t Lo r ne. 

The site is n ow clearly marke d by si gns . The g a teway to the entrance is 
marked by two stone pillars a nd a white gate, erected by the Nationa l Parks System. 
Two tra ils lea d into the bush, but unless it is known what to look for, there is very 
little to see but some big trees, a lot of undergrowth and weeds. 

Only a careful examination of the area will reveal two earth walls, which 
run i n a circular shape among the trees. A trail runs over the top of one of the 
walls. 

The plaque erected on one of the stone pillars at the entrance to the site 
in 1930 , stat es that the Southwold Prehistoric Earthwork is an 11unique example of a 
double-walled aboriginal fort . " It goes on to say to the tourist in both English and 
French that "The Attiwandaronk , or Neutral Nation , occupants of this reg ion, prior 
to expulsion about A. D. 1660 by the Iro quo is , had been visited by French traders, 
but this earthwork shows no trace of European contact. Its antiquity and origin 
remain unknown. '' 

The last time the government did anything about the site was in 1930, when 
it was taken over by the National Parks System. In th e summer of 1935 the site was 
excavated by .J. Wittembur g for the National Museum of canada. It was a depression 
project and not very satisfactorily done. The notes on the excavation were kept in 
private shorthand by Mr. Wittemburg , who unfortunately died before compiling h is report . 

A Times Journal story of August 1, 1952 , de scribed the Southwold Earthwork 
as a"double- walled Indian fort, or Indian village, with wide ditch or moat between t h e 
palisade type walls. 
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SOUTHWO LD EARTHWO RKS 22 

( PREH I STOR IC) 

~e-creation of Indian Village Suggested, 
An estimated 150 persons 

' jammed the Elgin County 
Pioneer iMuseum last night to 
hear Dr. Wilfred Jw·y oi Lon
don provide an interesting ac
count of p a s t archeological 
discoveries at Elgin's famous 
Southwold Earthworks, and 
suggest the re-creation of the 
former Indian village. 

The curator of the Univer
sity of W e s t e r n Ontatio 
museum, and a well-known 
authority on archeology and 
pioneer life, described the 
seven acre site near Iona as 
one of great archeological im
portance and tbe most unique 
of its t y p e on the North 
American continent. 

Having taken part in exten
sive excavation at the earth
works during the depression 
years, Dr. Jury said that the 

. estimated 200 to 400 neutral 
inhabitants of t!le palisaded 
"place of safety" appeared to 
have been "wiped out" by the 
I.roquois, sometime after 1642. 

The theory of the massacre 
is supported by the findings of 
a large number of human 
skulls in the "ditches and 
muck" of the area. A large 
number of atTowheads of the 
bype used by the Iroquois 
were also found at the site. 

One of the most unique fea
tures al t!1e site is the design 
which featured a water-filled 
moat between the two molmds 
encircling lht! village. This is 
the only known double·pali
saded earthworks of its type. 
IMPORTANT DISCOVERY 

Recognized as an impoftant 
discovery in 1876, the interest 
of the property's owners, at 
first Colonel Mahlon Burwell 
and now Cecil Brown, of Fin
gal, was credited with the 
preservation of the site. 

Dr. Jm·y also said that con
tinuing interest on the part of 
the late James H: Coyne, 
former St. Thomas registrar, 
also contributed in no small 
way to this preservation. 

With the establishment o£ 
the National Historic ·Sites 

Board in 1919, the Elgin 
County Historical Society call
ed the e!lrthworks site to the 
Boat-d's attention, with the re
sult that the boa.rd chose the 
location as one of its first his
torical sites. 

Descriving t!le Neutral In
dians as " an orderly people " 
Dr. Jury said a large num~r 
of the a r t i I a c t s recover
ed from the site were found 
around the circumference of 
"fires cones," ot· fire-pot de
pressions found filled with the 
ashes of ancient fires. 

Another important source of 
relics, he said, was from what 
appeared to have been a re
fuse pile within the inner 
palisade. The inner area. was 
used chiefly as ihe camp. 

All relics produced by the 
swnmer-long cxc}lvation were 
forwarded to t!1e National Mu
seum. 

Suggesting to Elgin's mu
seum officials that they at
tempt to retl'ieve these at·ti
des, Dr. Jury said that to Ins 
knowledge the ~ationat· •:\lu
seum still has the ·t·dit:.s al
though ht· does not believe 
they have been catalogued , 
and no report has as yet been 
made on them. 
Relics taken from the site in

clude large amounl<> of pot
tery, bones, a large arrow 
collection, and maps produc
ed following t!le excavation. 

Recently completing t he re-

about $20,000 for the project. 
The restora.tion of this im

portant site, he said, could 
begin with about $10,000. 

The speaker was introduced 
by Mrs. J. R. Futcber, and 
thanked Warren C. Miller. 

building of the Indian village , . ~ . 
of St. Marie, near Colling- ~XPLAJl\:S I NDIAN ~ELICS-Janet Kulmau, 
wood, the speaker .said that ~2, . and Steve St~wa1 t, 13, ~ere among ~n 
the retention of such sites estunated. 150 pe1 sons who fille~ the Elgm 
were not only vital to the County Ptoneer .Museum last .mgh~ to be
education of young .P :~ple in t:o~e absort><;d ~~ ~~ romantic . hJ:;tory o( 
the a1·ea, but could also serve Elgm County s hJStOIICal Soutbwold Earth-

works. as recounted by Dr. Wilfred Jury, 
curator of the University of Westarn Oa&ario 
museum. Dr. Jury, examining oat .Af the 
local museum relics, took part in exteDSive 
excavation of the earthworks during ~ de-

as an important tourist at
traction. 

"We must pay tribute lo 
those who have built this 
country to what it is today," · 
he added. 
PERMISSION NEEDED 

The first step in such a re
<:onstruction program !le said, 
would be for official.> to ob
tain permission from the gov
ernment to go ahead with 
their plans, and then to raise 

pression years.-(T.-J. Photo) 

Earthworks An Asset 
< <hatbarn News) 

Oanada is quite poo~ in what 
may be desCiribed as arrieot ~ 
uments, and tbait is \Wly tbe work 
of Dr. Wdked Jury is JUCh a val
uablle .asset to any commmjzy". ·J 

Dr. Jury has made ttJe Wlllable 
suggestion that llhe Site, lf(Qh of 
Ioo:a, known as tihe SoUitlwold 
Eartbworks--'W\here a Neutml In
dian Wlltage was looated--shoulli 
be :ret'Ofll!it.rO for the sake of 
h'istory' tnadiltllon and tourism. 

---

Court esy Times Journal, St. Tho ma s . 
Associate Cur a tor. 

Dr. Jury superWsedl :tlhe rebuil~ 
ing of the l?:ljh century Irdao vi!
)age of Midl:and, as weJilo as the 
011ganidoo of the Huroma and 
P~Museums. 
~ 1housands Vlisit these 

sit* IIIDd rwmy oUlers fMr'J year 
aMi SoUtllwo)d Ea~ beiDa 
.... <hdlam, S1hould prove ~ 
.the ~ interest to residents 
of the area. 
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